














single tracking system that captures the total number of dogs imported into the United States. For example,
CDC does not track dogs entering the United States from rabies-free countries or dogs with proof of

inization,'” USDA does not track dogs  )orted into the United States for purposes other than resale as
defined by the AWA, and CBP and Commerce do not track shipments of dogs that fall below their
thresholds.*® *° However, CDC recently estimated that approximately 1.06 million dogs enter the United
States each year, including 700,000 arriving at airports and 360,000 arriving at land border ports of entry
within Canada and Mexico.?

Number of Dogs Imported for Personal Pets

USDA is the only Federal agency that tracks the purpose of importation for dogs, and this tracking is limited
to dogs imported for resale purposes. However, based on available information, it is reasonable to assume
that the majority of dogs imported into the United States, which includes dogs traveling with their owners,
are personal pets. Sources indicate that forty-eight percent of U.S. households, or about 60.2 million
families, own dogs.?! In total, there are an estimated 89.7 million dogs in the United States.?? Based on
available data regarding dogs in the United States used for purposes other than as personal pets, such as
military, police, exhibition, breeding, research, and service animals, we estimate that less than 1 percent of
dogs in the United States are used for purposes other than as personal pets.?

Number of Dogs Imported for Resale

In 2018, the USDA issued permits for 2,917 dogs that were imported for resale purposes under the AWA - a
significant increase over the previous two years (137 in 2017, and 7 in 2016). This increase is due, in part, to
USDA’s continuing development of its live dog import program following implementation of the 2014
importation of live dogs regulations, an enhanced informational campaign to ensure that dog importers are
aware of the requirements, and rapid follow-up on instances of importation without the requisite
paperwork, to avoid future noncompliance.

Based on the CDC’s recent estimate that approximately 1.06 million dogs enter the United States each year
and USDA’s issuance of permits for 2,917 dogs in 2018, it is estimated that the AWA's import requirements

17.CDC does capture the number of imported dogs for which CBP seeks consultation with CDC prior to entry (1,444 dogs
in 2018, 1,689 dogs in 2017, and 1,502 dogs in 2016), and for which CDC issues permits to allow unimmunized dogs to
enter the United States, regardless of whether the dog is actually imported (2,773 dogs in 2018, 867 dogs in 2017, and an
unknown number in 2016, as information is unavailable).

18 CBP does capture data based on entries filed or submitted to CBP involving imported dogs {24,410 dogs in 2018,
25,077 dogs in 2017, and 22,050 dogs in 2016).

1% Commerce does capture data on the number of imported dogs based on information it receives from CBP where an
entry was filed listing the merchandise value of the dogs as $2,000 or greater (11,544 dogs in 2018, 11,600 dogs in 2017,
and 13.729 does in 2016}

Quarantine, Lenters Tor Disease Lontrol and Prevention (LUL)) and other contributors, published an article entitled,
“Impartation of Does into the United States: Risks from Rahies and Other Zoonotic Disease,” available at

At that time, McQuiston estimated, based
on an extrapolation ot imited Importation gata, that more than 238/,000 dogs were imported into the United States in
2006.
21 American Pet Products Association's 2017-2018 National Pet Owners Survey.
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